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Editorial 

Wirx eloquence which we cannot imitate, or repeat, the national loss has been sufficiently 
expressed by others. It is true, Kipling and William Watson being dead, and Alfred Noyes 
silent, the poets have not risen to the height of a great occasion, but that is by the way. Our 
own tribute to the late King must be based on his work for libraries, since any other tribute 
is general to a whole Empire. Kings can have few hours in which to read and yet some of 
the Stories, true or apocryphal, of King George V. touch upon his reading. He showed, 
however, a closer interest of late years in libraries than any other of our monarchs has done, 
and at the opening ceremonies of the National Central Library and the Manchester Public 
Library he uttered words which are the best slogans that libraries have received. Even if 
he did not write them—a matter which we have no right to affirm or deny—his utterance of 
them oe them the royal superscription. We repeat them, as they cannot be too often 
repeated :— 

“ The striking increase in the number of libraries, and of those who avail them- 
selves of the facilities thus offered, is welcome evidence of a growing recognition that 
education does not end with school or college. . . . These buildings constitute a National 
University which all may attend and none need ever leave.”—A? the National Central 
Library. 

“ To our urban population open libraries are as essential to health of mind as open 
spaces to health of body.” Manchester. 

These words are in themselves deeds, and, had he done no more than say them, his place 
in the hearts and memories of all who read this page would be secure. 
* * * * * * 


Invitations to the Margate Conference of the Library Association are now in the hands 
of readers. We have received a number of comments upon the change of time from 
September, the practice of fifty-odd years, and not unsuccessful practice at that, to June, 
which is in the middle of school terms, is an impossible time of year for college and university 
librarians and is otherwise difficult. Our readers will remember, however, that the change 
was made by an emphatic decision of the annual conference itself. It can only be reversed, 
if it should be reversed, by a rescinding decision of an annual conference. 

* * * * * * 


Other conferences of this year will be those of the Branch Associations, and the London 
and Home Counties Branch has chosen the month of September to hold its annual one, 
and Hastings is its venue. This has been a remarkably successful conference in previous years, 
and the choice of September—to be precise the week-end September 18th-21st—will probably 
attraét members from other than London areas. A.S.L.1.B. will also hold a conference which 
we hope will not clash with that at Worthing in the matter of date. 
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Those who have written obituary notices upon the separate existence of the Association 
of Assistant Librarians have proved to be premature. Information is to hand that the recent 
ballots have resulted in less than the required two-thirds majority which was ordained as a 
condition of absorption into the Library Association. The two ballots, the first nugatory 
and the second indecisive, have not given the profession a satisfastory impression of the 
enthusiasm of the younger members. We suppose things will go on as they are, and that the 
profession will still have the division which exists. There are some advantages in keeping 
a separate platform and journal for assistants, of course. 

* * * * * * 

Appointments of all kinds have, of course, intimate interest for our readers. The letter 
of the anonymous correspondent which appears in this issue may be merely the expression 
of an idea. We have heard it from other sources. It is a good general principle for a librarian 
who has to appoint, or recommend the appointment, of assistants, to endeavour to think 
nationally. So many modern librarians to-day seem to cultivate the view that only assistants 
trained by their own methods are of value to them. Experience should surely contradict 
this. We have, for example, some systems which rarely import an assistant, a method which 
is simple for the system but really bad, in every way, for the profession. It is worth while 
to revive the old, irrefutable theory that library appointments should be open to competition. 
Incidentally North should sometimes look South, and South North ! 

* * * * * * 

Another letter we publish indicates that Mr. Berwick Sayers has in hand the fifth edition 
of Brown’s Manual of Library Economy. From time to time it has been suggested that a com- 
“wees th manual of librarianship is no longer possible. Attempts to write sectional manuals 

ave been made, with some success, but they have all served to show the complete ascendency 
of Brown’s Manual ; indeed some of them are clearly attempts to restate the work of Brown. 
We hold that it is convenient and desirable to have one book which gives a complete per- 
spective of the law, founding and processes of library work, and the continued demand for 
the Manual proves that this view is widely shared. 
* * * * * * 

There exists a theory that libraries should be open at times when people are at leisure. 
Pursued to its logical conclusion, libraries ought to be open all night, on Sundays and on all 
public holidays, and should be closed during ordinary working hours so that the staff may 
occasionally sleep. Indeed, if libraries were properly manned, there is no reason why they 
should ever close, because some men work better at night than by day, others have only 
Sunday in which to use them, and libraries, like doétors, may be needed at any hour in the 
twenty-four. Experience does not yet support this theory. When shops and offices are 
closed, it is a curious effeé that libraries are emptiest. On the day of the late King’s funeral, 
one library system we know remained open except for the four hours during the middle day. 
Its average issues for a Tuesday are 8,000; on that day 1,441 was thé total. 

* * * * * * 

Letters on Our Affairs this month will, we hope, raise the obvious retort from the younger 
readers at whom it is direéted. While there may be a measure of justice —we do not say there 
is—in the lack of progress, articulation and enthusiasm which he says he sees in the modern 
junior, it is only fair to point out that his main charge is against those who are no longer 
young, but are at the top of their scales and are still of junior rank and value. All these, he 
implies, might have occupied higher positions if they had possessed the ability. Is that 
true ? His picture of Europe is dark enough, but a Renaissance ended the Dark Ages before 
and we trust another is possible. . 

* * * * * 

On the threshold of the new Reign all library workers are united in their loyalty to the 
Crown and to the new King-Emperor. Bearer of the name of some of the greatest English 
kings, Edward, its Eighth Bearer, will, by all the prophecies of his training, experience and 
benevolent activities, give it new lustre, God save the King! 


=> 
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A System for the Classification and Evaluation of 
Fiction 
By L. A. Buragss, F.L.A. 
(Deputy Librarian, Southampton Public Libraries), 

THE principal justification for classifying fiction is the justification of classification in general : 
by classifving we obtain a conspeétus of the entire field which will not only serve the needs 
of reader and librarian alike but will also further our understanding of the subje& and afford 
an insight into the nature of our stock. A classified fiction stock will definitely help the reader 
to find the type of book he wants; it will also help the librarian to guide and advise the 
reader, besides assisting him in balancing his stock, analysing and evaluating issues, and in 
other important respects as well. If we admit the validity of the principle of classification 
in our libraries there is no logical bar to the inclusion of fiction within the scope of its opera- 
tion: indeed, if classification is really a “Good Thing,” why should not the fiétion-reader 
share its benefits ? 

The conservative argument is that the author-arrangement meets the need of the majority: 
my case is a complete denial of this. Many readers, of course, do come to the library for books 
by Wallace or Dell or Rowlands: but ii is equally certain that a large number also enquire 
for books by Jeans or Morton or Julian Huxley. Such enquiries constitute the raison d’étre 
of the author catalogue. But equally, I think, it cannot be 5 verse that every lending library 
receives innumerable enquiries for “a thriller,” “‘a lady’s book,” “a western,” or “ an 


historical tale.” Further, I venture to assert that a large proportion of specific author-demand 
is in essence no more than a disguised “subject” or “type ” demand. “ Horler” 
signifies “excitement”; “Hull” means “ Sheik-stuff”; “ Binns” means “ bronchos 


and six-shooters.” The reader, after generations of training in standardisation by all the 
powerful publicity agencies of our age, simply demands in effe& “the same as before: 
none genuine without the name on the wrapper.” We appreciate this fa&t when we are 
faced with the helpless condition of the standardised reader who chances to find that all the 
Horlers (or Hulls) are out. There is clearly a case for reconsidering the classification of 
fiction. 

(Does anyone to-day still argue that mixing up the books on the shelves may save the 
soul of some poor benighted sinner by leading him to take out a good book by mistake ? 
Has the reader of these words ever listened to the remarks of a reader who took out a good 
book by mistake ? It is a solemn experience. I have pleasant memories of one well-known 
London librarian who used to carry this gospel of the secondhand bookshop to the logical 
conclusion of throwing his entire stock into a hopeless confusion on tables—instead of 
shelves. I sincerely trust that no one seriously expeéts me in this year of grace to attempt 
to refute his logic.) 

The present scheme is put forward tentatively and somewhat diffidently in the hope 
that others interested may be tempted to investigate the subje@. I shall be very pleased if 
any such will communicate with me. 

It would be easy to multiply illustrations of the advantages of some such system as the 
present: but these my readers can supply for themselves. As for the opposition, let it suffice 
to say that conservatism by itself has no validity: the faé& that a new arrangement would 
momentarily disconcert old readers is no argument against that arrangement. 

It remains to add a word of explanation concerning the symbols of evaluation and their 
uses. These symbols are entirely distin@ from the classification scheme. They are not to 
be used in arranging books, and indeed they should not appear on any public record. Their 
sole purpose is the convenience of the staff in the important work of guiding and aiding readers 
who ask for such assistance. The categories are clearly arbitrary and necessarily dependent 
in large measure upon the literary discernment of the librarian. Nevertheless some approxi- 
mate standards are possible and the task of evaluation is well within the capacity of an average 
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cataloguer or book-seleéor. 

The practical application of such mechanical evaluation is apparent if we consider a 
single hypothetical example. A reader asks for suggestions for interesting novels. Conver- 
sation elicits that his normal reading matter is “ bloods ” of class 74 and category C. The 
librarian has the choice of three main possibilities. The easy way is to recommend another 
book of the “74: C” type. On the other hand, the conscientious librarian will reason 
that, where the fiction is classified, the reader must have a special reason for asking advice. 
He may therefore either attempt to raise the reader’s standards by recommending him a 
book in class 74—or possibly 76, or some other related class—but of category B; or else 
he may seek to broaden his mind by recommending a book of the C category in a different 
class,—say, 46 or 57 or 87. Whichever method is adopted, the value of classification- 
symbols and evaluative-symbols alike is self-evident. 

It may be observed in passing that categories will necessarily tend to vary enormously 
in their incidence upon the classes. Thus, in class 76 (deteétive stories) the highest evaluative 
category for contemporary writings is likely to be B; in 65 (“ westerns ”’) it is unlikely to 
be higher than C: on the other hand, 23, 43 or 91 may contain an unusually high propor- 
tion of A’s and B’s. These faéts are in themselves suggestive :—they tend to indicate culs- 
de-sac in reading and at the same time to indicate lines of more intensive pleasure in the 
reading of fiction. 

THE SCHEDULES. 
Rules for Application. 
1. The class-symbol in every instance follows the usual symbol for Fiétion. 
2. Classify in the first instance by the preponderating factor or interest. 
3. If desired, a secondary faétor likely to interest a large class of readers may be indicated by 
adding the appropriate symbol to that of the first, the two being separated by a colon: 
+.g., Dane and Simpson: “ Enter Sir John” =76: 45. 
o GENERAL. 
o1—o8 [Not allocated] 
09 Short Stories. (Too general for classification). 
1 NOVEL OF MOOD. 
11 Tragedy (heroic). 


12 Bare Narrative. 

13 Short Stories (heroic, etc.). 

14 Tragi-comedy ; and “ Smiles and tears” formula. 

15 Comedy. 

16 Short stories (Comedy and “ mixed ”’). 

17 Humorous picaresque. 

18 Comic and burlesque. 

19 Short stories (humorous). 

2 NOVEL OF CHARACTER. 

21 Broad treatment—caricature. 

22 Simple—and subthe—charaéter-study and biography (including autobiography). 
23 Psychological treatment. 

24 “ Stream of Consciousness,” etc. [¢.g., Proust, Joyce, etc.]. 


25 Special studies : children (including adolescents, school-life). 
26 Special Studies : morbid states : illness, lunacy, etc. 

27 Special Studies : crime and criminal mind. 

28 Animals and inanimate objeés. 

29 Short Stories of character-study. 

3 LOVE STORIES AND EROTIC ROMANCES. 

31 Simple, non-tendencious, love stories. 

32 ** Cinderella ” formula. 
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33 Straightforward domestic formula; including stories of marriages. . 
34 “ Triangle” and “ Polygonal” formulae. ss 
35 Erotic: Domestic and Ruritanian. ee 
36 Erotic: Exotic, topographical and primitive (‘‘ cave-man,” etc.) fi 
37 Erotic: Picaresque (“love ’em and leave ’em,” etc.) _ 
38 Erotic : Abnormal. 
39 ~—~‘Short stories of love and erotic romance 
4 SOCIOLOGICAL AND OCCUPATIONAL NOVEL. _ 
4! Race Problems. 
42 Social strata: classes: class-feuds: lawsuits, etc. 7” 
43 Everyday professions and occupations (including histories of businesses). 
44 Unusual occupations and modes of life 
45 Bohemian life (ators, artists, writers, etc.). 
46 Sporting picaresque: including showmen, gypsies, etc. 
47 Hunting, shooting and horsemanship. 
48 Racing, gambling and speculation: “ sporting.” 
49 Short stories of occupations and sociological problems. 
5 LOCAL AND HISTORICAL FICTION. 
si Unusual settings (cosmopolitan, exotic, etc.). 


52 Local setting (/.e., distri€ around library). 

$3 Story of rural life (including diale& story). 

54 Story of town, distri& or family. [Unless industry or occupation is more important.] 
55 Short Stories of localities, etc. 


56 Historical novel. 
57 Historical adventure, romance (“ cloak and sword ” formula) and historical picaresque. 


58 European War of 1914-’19: reconstructions. [See a/so 67.] 
59 Short stories of history, European War, etc. 


6 ADVENTURE STORIES. 


61 Simple, non-tendencious picaresque. 

62 Exploration, treasure-hunting, etc. 

63 Sea-Stories, piracy, etc. 

64 Short stories of exploration, the sea, etc. 
65 “ Western ” formula. 


66 Fantastic adventure. [e.g., E. R. Burroughes.] 
67 Tales of fighting and revolution (including Foreign Legion). [See a/so 58.] 


68 Ruritanian adventure. 
69 Short stories: “ Western,” fantastic, fighting or Ruritanian. 


7 STORIES OF CRIME, DETECTION, ETC. 


71 Short Stories of crime, deteétion, secret service, etc. 

72 Diplomatic and secret service: [including “international gang” and “ world- 
Staggering invention” formulae.] 

73 Short Stories of secret service, etc. 


74 Thriller: crime, gangsters, etc.: “ bloods.” 

75 Short stories of crime, gangsters, etc. 

76 Deteétive story. 

77 Short dete€tive Stories. 

78 Tale of mystery and horror (non-supernatural). 
79 Short Stories of mystery (non-supernatural). 


8 TALES OF FANTASY AND SCIENTIFIC ROMANCES, 
81 Tale of supernatural and occult. (General.) 


An 
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82 Ghost Stories. 


83 Fairy tales. 

84 Tales of monsters, the miraculous and improbable. 

85 Short stories of the supernatural, ghosts, monsters, etc. 

86 Tales of fantasy, metamorphoses, miraculous and other strange situations. 
87 Scientific romances, tales of inventions, scientific discoveries, etc. 

88 Non-Utopian tales of the future. 

89 Short Stories of fantasy, scientific invention, the future, etc. 


9 UTOPIAS AND PROPAGANDIST STORIES. 
g! Utopias. 


92 Satirical and burlesque Utopias. 

93 Other tales of social reconstruétion. 

94 Short Stories: utopias and social reconstruétion. 
95 Satires on society and on humanity at large. 

96 Exposures of abuses. 

97 Propagandist and tendencious Stories. 

98 Religious and moral stories. 


99 Short stories ; religious, propagandist and satirical. 
EVALUATION SYMBOLS. 

(I repeat that these symbols are intended solely for staff use—to make accessible to 
every member of the staff the mature judgment of the librarian or his book-sele€tors. They 
should never be used as arranging-symbols or appear in public records.) 

There are four evaluative categories :— 

A = Literary or “ Highbrow.” 

B = “ Middlebrow,” competent and having literary ambitions. 

C = “ Middlebrow,” without literary ambitions, but competent “ best-seller.” 
D = Frankly “ Lowbrow,” commercial and mechanised. 


To these symbols may be added the symbols + and —, of which : 
+ = Occasional “ moments ” and points above average standard of category. 
— = Occasional lapses below standard of category, or notably weak in one 
or more respects. 
The sign :-— 
Py may be used to mark erratic or markedly uneven work. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

Most cordially do I reciprocate your good wishes for 1936, a year which, as ever, began 

its course with hope springing eternal, and was so soon clouded by the death of 
His Majesty KrnG Georce V. 

The last time I saw King George was the occasion of the opening of the new Manchester 
Central Library, and I thought, that day, how well he looked, in spite of the fatigues attendant 
upon a truly broiling afternoon that had taxed the energies of the best of us. Librarianship 
will miss a notable sponsor, for King George recognised the part that the public library 
ought to play in life, as his public utterances, from time to time, made abundantly clear. 
The history of British librarianship will have the name of King George writ large and happily 
in its pages, if only for that magnificently inspired phrase he used at Manchester: “ To our 
urban populations open libraries are as essential to the health of mind as open spaces to 
health of body.” 

I noticed that the Manchester Central Library quickly placed on exhibition a suitable 
tribute to His Majesty—the imposing visitors’ book which both King George and Queen 
Mary signed—together with a press photograph of the present Chairman, Miss Kingsmill 
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Jones, in the a& of curtseying to the King. 

Other libraries quickly listed and displayed the books relating to the reign, and found 

them avidly borrowed by 

Loyat READERS, 
Indeed, borrowed with greater enthusiasm than during the Silver Jubilee rejoicings, if such 
be possible. 

Methinks, Eratosthenes, that in the person of the new King of this realm, librarianship 
will find a doughty champion, for, as Prince of Wales, Edward VIII. has tirelessly busied 
himself about all that pertains to the welfare of every class. All who are concerned with 
librarianship will tender to the new King loyal congratulations, with the wish that his reign 
will be renowned for peace and prosperity. One must also express to Queen Mary all 
that is connoted by the word sympathy. 

Writing, as I am, at a time clouded by the death of the King, I am reluétant to indulge 
in the 

DiarrisE I Hap CONTEMPLATED, 

but I would mention my fervent hope that we can persuade someone richly qualified for the 
task to give a ruling on that ancient bugbear of book censorship. Surely if a book has not 
engaged the attention of the powers that be, it is officially considered harmless. To quote 
my own experience, book after book has been brought to me by the well-meaning, as a 
rampant example of evil, aud in many instances I am hard put to not to smile, for mostly the 
book is too inocuous for words. Indeed, you would be sure to laugh with some vigour if 
I quoted the titles of many books so treated. What has fallen to my lot is also the common 
experience of my colleagues. 

From year to year our young men wordily explain that, in the words of the popular 
lyric—‘‘Anything goes,” but they do not meet the outraged face to face. Nobody says to 
them: “ Now, Mr. So-and-So, I want rou to read this book, and tell me if in your opinion 
it is a fit and proper book for a public lending library.” 

If one said: “ Yes, it is a perfeétly proper book,” then one could be certain that in the 
eyes of one person, at least, poor Mr. Librarian would stand condemned for ever as a libertine. 


Let us, dear Eratosthenes, inveigle somebody into saying, and writing, the considered 
judgment that could be quoted when occasion arises, which is more or less every library 
committee meeting. 

Having embarked upon a mild controversy, then let me further throw discretion to 
the winds, and speak of 

CHAIRMEN 
of library committees. Of whom shall I write ? Of those jewels of perfeétion, the Chairmen 
who understand the relative funétions of the Librarian, the Chairman, the Committee, and 
the Town Council, or of some lesser lights, who interpret the duties of Chairman in their 
own inimitable way. Of the latter I could write till the sun went down ! 

I could tell you of that worthy gentleman who speaks, always, of ““My library, my books, 
my librarian, my staff, and my catalogue.” Of him who Stands on the library steps and times 
the Staff as they bustle in to their morning duties, but is rarely there to see them emerge when 
day is done. Of the Committee who forgot to invite the librarian to the monthly meetings 
(or perhaps did not wish to find her present). Of the Chairman who 


PLaYeD O1p Harry 
with the new librarian who had gone to endless trouble to organise a fine exhibition of new 
books, with the laudable obje& of reviving local interest in a library as dead as the dodo. 
Of the Committee member who moved (and found a seconder) for the resolution: ‘‘ That 
no more books be purchased, there being, in the opinion of the Committee, a sufficient variety 
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to meet requirements.” Of the assorted gang who wilfully vote against everything the 
librarian puts forward, serene in their belief that the library should not cost the ratepayers 
more than twopence in the pound, and what is more shall not. Of the several Chairmen 
who regard the librarian as a lackey, and use him as their messenger, not to speak of dictating 
his letters for him. Of the Chairman who canvassed readers immediately before every monthly 
meeting, asking them to “ help him to compile the list to put before the Committee next 
Monday.” 

We have all met them, or heard of them, and their type. I can only trust that this page 
meets the eye of certain of the more thrusting, to whom I would say that the funétion of 
a Chairman is to preside at meetings of the Committee, to see that the Committee’s resolu- 
tions are not mutilated beyond recognition at the Council meeting, and to be responsible for 
the Committee to the Council, with no more right to stamp into the library saying “ Thou 
shalt do this and thou shalt do that” than any other ratepayer. Not forgetting, of course, 
that it is the duty of the librarian to give his Chairman the fullest information in order that 
he may have a full grasp of the situation upon any point likely to be discussed by the 
Committee. 

On the other hand, we have those 


CHAIRMEN WHO Know NorHING ABOUT THE LIBRARY, 
never go near it, and never wish to know anything of the library, content to rest on their 
laurels as Chairman of a Committee, and who would be just as content to preside over the 
Standing Committee for Allotments, Abbatoirs and Arbors. I know one such, who led 
the newly appointed librarian aside and said to him: “ Look here, I don’t want to be bothered 
with library matters, I never read books. Just carryon!” And the newly appointed librarian 
sank into a handy chair, passed his hand feebly before his eyes, and saw the millennium 


at hand. Vale! 
Hypra. 


ERATOSTHENES, 
I was glad to see that you suitably castigate the young library workers of to-day. 


Tuey Are A Poor Lor, 


far too mollycoddled, with their staff-rooms, special Saturday time-sheets and all the other 
features known as Staff welfare. I wonder how many of them know what it is like to go 
home so tired on Saturday evenings that they collapse in an armchair and are good for nothing 
else. You and I knew the real hardships of librarianship and we stuck it because we loved 
it, in spite of all these things. I don’t know whether running errands, stoking the furnace, 
and occasionally lighting the fires taught us much about librarianship, but it did at least knock 
a good deal of conceit and nonsense out of us. All youngsters, especially those who come 
from State secondary schools and public schools, are crammed full of nonsense. The chief 
difference is now that it never gets knocked out. If it did we shouldn’t see the fine array of 
side-boards, perfected accents, sartorial peculiarities and 


Lots oF TALK AND Litritz Do 


which charaéterize the assistants of to-day. Many assistants, of course, now earn more money 
than is good for them and have far too much time on their hands in which to spend it. The 
chief disadvantage of paying good salaries to subordinates is that these assistants never want 
to take on any responsibility. This is not peculiar to our own profession, but we get our 
fair share of it. If it is possible to sum up in three words the real basis of our 


Hir or Miss 


it is evasion of responsibility. The L.A. is to blame, to a certain extent, since it advocates 

that long salary scale which permits the routine assistant to remain in this position all his 

life and to receive £300 a year for the privilege. What an experience it is to work with a 
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staff which consists, to a considerable extent, of ageing assistants, all at the top of their scale 
and quite incapable of doing other than simple routine work and ordering a few juniors 
about the place. Of course, the juniors tend to gain experience of a few more duties than 
might otherwise come their way, but 


Tue Rest 1s SILENCE. 


I am prepared to agree with you that the extinétion of the Library Assiffant would be 
a regrettable loss to the profession since it has been a platform for those assistants who are 
not content to remain in a rut but must needs 


Express THEMSELVES OR Burst. 


It has seen some excellent editors and other less good, some first-class articles and some 
fifth. I expeé you will agree with me that the number of outstanding assistants seems to 
be diminishing yearly. This merely confirms my dissertation earlier on in this letter. 

We are getting old, Eratosthenes, and perhaps see things “ through a glass darkly.” 
We are perhaps too fearful of the things that are and of “ the shape of things to come.” It 
was this melancholia, which descends on me at fairly regular intervals, which made me write 
my last letter to you and raised the wrath of Mr. McDougall. I admit that the sentences 
he complains of could be interpreted as bad taste and hope that he will see this and accept 
my apologies. But I cannot go back on the bulk of my letter. I am, of course, a librarian, 
though an old one, and must speak my mind, even though I may arouse the resentment of 
my colleagues. They have no less opportunity of self expression and can surely retaliate 
whenever they choose. 

Do you ever think about the state of the world? But, of course, you must do. All 
good librarians worry about it. Do you like the trends of the times and do you think we 
can do anything about them? Everywhere we see the produéts of mass education reading 
their 

Nasty NEwspPAPERS AND NAUSEATING NOVELS, 
visiting the cinema at least once a week (and not to see the few good films), living their own 
little lives among their own little circles, while around them the 


KEYSTONES OF CIVILIZATION, 
civil and religious liberty, freedom of speech and of the press, belief in truth and beauty 
are being removed one by one. The possibility of another war hangs over them like a pall 
and what do they do? With open mouth, they wonder and look around for somebody 
impressive to tell them what to do. Then they turn to the football results and 

New Murper, 

real or imaginary ? Doesn’t it hurt you when you think about it? But what can we do? 
Economic improvement, social conscience, education and intelle€tual progress—all these 
things are needed. And what do we do? Why, we discuss the twopenny libraries (are they 
a menace ?) and the nationalization of public libraries (should we try to lose our last scraps 
of intelle€tual freedom ?). Meanwhile 

THe OLIGARCHS OF EuROPE, 
(we are not sufficiently civilized to treat them as Aunt Sallies) continue their monotonous 
bray. More mouths are opened and more wounds. If there is still time to change the state 
of the public mind, let us try to save civilization from the gun. But if the young shrink from 
their responsibilities, where are we ? 

Vale ! 


EurRIPIDEs. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LETTERS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, Tue Lrsrary Wortp.] 
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Personal News 


Miss M. E. C. Clegg, Assistant in the 
Birmingham Public Libraries, has retired on 
her marriage. 


Miss E. L. Evans, Assistant, Finsbury 
Public Libraries, to be Assistant, Bethnal Green 
Public Libraries. 

Miss Ethel Gerard, Deputy Librarian to be 
Borough Librarian and Curator, of Worthing 
Public Library, in succession to the late Miss 
Marian Frost. 


Mr. Reginald Howarth, A.L.A., Deputy 
Librarian, Warrington, to be Chief Librarian, 
Folkestone. 


Mr. T. C. Kemp, Librarian of the Technical 
Library, Birmingham, to be dramatic critic 
of the Birmingham Post, in succession to the 
late R. Crompton Rhodes, author of Harlequin 
Sheridan, The Stagery of Shakespeare, etc. 


Miss D. G. Massey, Children’s Assistant, 
Paddington Public Library, has been appointed 
Assistant Librarian, British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, London, W.1. 


Mr. J. F. Smith, Chief Librarian, Liverpool 
Public Libraries, delivered an address to the 
Auétioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute of 
the United Kingdom (Liverpool and Distri& 
and North Wales Branch) on January roth on 
“ How the Public Libraries can be of Assistance 
to Estate Agents, Auctioneers and Valuers.” 


Marian Frost—of Worthing 


FoLLowinc on the tribute paid by “ X YZ.” 
to Marian Frost, in the January issue of THE 
Lisrary Worip, may I, a contemporary 
woman librarian, add my testimony ? 


Apart from her work she was unknown to 
me. But in shat she so far excelled, that I feel 
it due to our professional comradeship that a 
woman should pay tribute to her. I visited 
Worthing Library, weighed it in the balance, 
and found nothing wanting that she could 
accomplish. It remains, a lasting monument, 
to the ability, conscientious work, and great 
versatility of a woman. Though not the 
frst Librarian of Worthing, she was, I under- 
Stand, its first Woman Librarian, and she has 
achieved a great endeavour, the result of 


which is a legacy in the true sense of the word, 
to the public she served. 


Brilliant : attraGtive in many ways: fearless 
in speech: scornful of the small and mean: 
pa of convention: a woman whom to 
meet was to remember: I add my impression, 
and tribute of appreciation to the memory 
of Marian Frost—‘ lest haply our remem- 
brance may reach her where she is.” 


K. FEARNSIDE. 


Library Topics 


The Editor of Tue Liprary Wortp would be glad if 
Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 
relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 
Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 
first of each month.] 

BRISTOL.—The Annual Report of the 
Bristol Public Libraries is always one of the 
most tastefully produced and _ interesting 
library publications of the year, and the 
report for 1934-35 just to hand is no exception. 
During the last year the issue was 1,966,383, as 
compared with 1,958,178 in the previous 
year, an increase of 8,205. 


BURNLEY.—From the Burnley Public 
Libraries comes “ The Theatre and Play 
Produétion,” a list of books contained in the 
libraries. 

CROYDON.—The Croydon Public Lib- 
raries have issued a pamphlet, “ The Interests 
of Readere: a report on and summary of 
particulars derived from a questionnaire issued 
to readers, June-Oétober, 1935,” which makes 
interesting reading for the librarian. It is a 
pity that there was such a poor response from 
the public—only 557 readers filling in forms, 
out of 54,000 registered adult readers, yet 
the report shows how many and varied are the 
tastes of readers in any population, and so 
how difficult the task of the librarian, in 
endeavouring to supply all needs must neces- 
sarily be. The chief criticisms of the public 
seem to be the prevalence of out of date and 
so too often unattractive looking books on 
the shelves ; and the demand for more copies 
of popular non-fidion books. Gradually 
librarians are realising the truth of these 
criticisms and more and more are they with- 
drawing from the open shelves the large 
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number of works such as Huxley’s Man’s 
Place in Nature, which, while essential to the 
Stock of the large library, do not add to its 
attractiveness, and aiming at smaller but 
brighter non-fiction stocks. The demand 
for more duplication of popular non-fiction 
books must also be given attention. It is 
only fairly recently that the librarian has been 
converted to supplying large numbers of 
copies of modern classics of fi&tion—such as 
Walpole—it is time we gave more thought to 
duplication of such books as Chapple’s 
Television rather than the purchase of another 
inferior work on the same subjeét. 


DAGENHAM.—An attraétively produced 
catalogue entitled “‘ Four Thousand Recom- 
mended Books ” has just been issued by the 
Dagenham Public Libraries. Its aim is to 
assist the general reader and it will, we think 
—although as Mr. O’Leary points out, many 
gaps could be noted—fulfil this purpose 
admirably. The inclusion of so many empher- 
meral books in the fiction section seems a 
waste of space. 


HASTINGS.—* Music and Musicians: a 
selection of books which may be borrowed 
from the Library,” has been issued by the 
Hastings Public Library. It has an intro- 
duétion by Julius Harrison, Direétor of Music 
to the Corporation of Hastings. 


KENT.—A conference of local librarians 
of the Kent County Library was held at 
Maidstone on December 7th, when addresses 
were given by Mr. E. Salter Davies, C.B.E., 
M.A., on “ The Library and Adult Education,” 
and by Mr. J. D. Cowley, M.A., F.L.A., on 
“Guides to Reading.” 


KETTERING.—In The Northamptonshire 
Evening Telegraph for January 7th is a pleasant 
atticle, with a portrait, recording the long 
service as librarian of Kettering of Miss 
K. E. Pierce. It says that forty years ago 
Miss Pierce began her training under J. D. 
Brown and three months later, on March 
znd, 1896, became librarian at Kettering. 
She was single-handed at that time and the 
library was at the Town Hall, now a billiards 
room in the market place. The Carnegie 
Library, of which she is now head, was opened 


by its giver in 1904 and was an early open- 
access library. From a library with 1,500 
volumes it has grown to 22,000, and readers 
have increased tremendously. 


The article also refers to Miss Pierce’s 
work as a woman councillor of the Library 
Association; as Honorary Treasurer, Hon- 
orary Secretary and later President of the 
North Midlands Branch; and as Chairman of 
the East Midlands Library Bureau. 


Our readers will wish Miss Pierce a long 
tenure of the office which she has held for so 
long. 


KING’S LYNN.—The Balletin of the 
King’s Lynn Public Library is an attractive 
publication. In the November issue, besides 
the usual lists of new additions are brief 
reading lists on Abyssinia, The Social Novel, 
Stamp Colle&ing and Careers. 


KINGSTON - UPON - THAMES. — A 
measure of co-operation between the Library 
and Ele&ricity Committees has been secured 
at Kingston-upon-Thames. In return for 
floodlighting the Library, Museum and Art 
Gallery for three hours each evening during 
the Winter the Library Committee has granted 
the Electricity Committee the use of the Art 
Gallery and Le@ure Hall for a week for an 
Exhibition of Appliances, and Demonstra- 
tions, Le€&ture Facilities, an Advertisement 
in the monthly list of additions, and one or two 
other facilities. 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT. — Tue Girsrrap 
Pustic Lrsrary. Work with children has 
been receiving especial attention at the above 
library recently. The Junior members of the 
library have responded admirably to the 
Story-hours provided for them and to the 
opportunity of running their own library. 
The most marked feature, however, has been 
the founding of the Junior Reading Club 
which has a membership of 160. Note books 
and membership badges are provided and 
members promise to write down their opinion 
of at least one book they read each month. 
Meetings of the club are held once a fortnight 
when members bring their note-books, discuss 
the books they have read and talk about some 
of the new books. 
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Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


Botton Public Libraries —82nd Annual Re- 
port Chief Librarian, Harold Hamer, F.L.A. 
Population, 177,253. Rate, 4.23d. Income 
from Rate, £16,635. Stock: Lending, 
135,565; Reference, 25,394; Schools, 
5,409. Additions, 20,460. Withdrawals, 
15,903. Issues: Lending, 1,443,526; 
Reference, 33,979 ; Schools, 42,710; Blind, 
1,977. Borrowers, 53,221; extra tickets, 
15,530. Branches, 6. 

Once again further development in many direétions 
is reported. The recorded book issues amounted to 
nearly 1} millions, and were 43,548 above those of 
last year. The percentage of population registered 
as readers has now risen to the remarkably figure 
of 30. Work has been commenced on the ereétion of 
a new branch library to serve the Breightmet and 
Darcy Lever distri. The lending department at the 
High Street branch a9 | has been altered to meet 
the increasing use made of it. Steel book stacks have 
been inStalled and new lighting arrangements intro- 
duced. The libraries have linked up with the newly 
eStablished North West Regional System whose Bureau 
is eStablished at Manchester. Wireless Discussion 
Groups were conduéted with success throughout the 
winter session. Classes organised by the Workers’ 
Educational Association, including those arran 
for the unemployed, met at the High Street library, 
and were assisted by loans of books. 

Henpvon Public Library.— on the 
Library Service, 1934-1935. Chief Librarian, 
James E. Walker, F.L.A. Population, 
138,643. Rate, 1.74d. Income from Rate, 
£11,744. Stock: Lending, 39,699; Ref- 
erence, 7,877; Schools, 13,317. Additions, 
7,870. Withdrawals, 6,949. Issues : Lend- 
ing, 394,539; Reference, 50,040; Schools, 
147,475; Deposit stations, 3,566. Bor- 
rowers, 18,614; extra tickets, 22,259. 

The period covered by this report marks the close 
of the first decade in the history of the library service, 
and a glance back over the past five years is interesting. 
During that time nearly 2} million books have been 
circulated, and many branches of extension work have 
been introduced. Considerable changes in the direétion 
of public reading have taken place and many classes of 
books show a remarkable turnover in usage. The 
reading of Philosophy has increased by 102 per cent. ; 
Biography by 76, and Fine Arts by 67 per cent. Figtion 
has by 8 per cent. and Story books for children 
by 11 per cent. Returns for the year just closed reveal 
a further falling off in the latter classes, and increases in 
all but three of the remainder. Building operations 
have begun on the Golders Green branch library, and 
a sanction for the proposed library in Momtrose 


Avenue. The committee decided to permit the reser- 
vation of novels by borrowers on payment of twopence 
per reservation. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE Public Libraries.— 
s4th Annual Report. Librarian, Basil 
Anderton, M.A., F.L.A. Population, 
286,500. Income from Rate, £21,194. 
Stock: Lending, 152,619; Reference, 
104,125. Additions, 8,605. Withdrawals, 
4,583. Issues: Lending, 978,294; Ref- 
erence, 214,478. Borrowers, 46,629; extra 
tickets, 33,872. Branches 5. 

The main feature in a year of progress was the 
extension of the Central Library. Adjacent property 
was converted into a large newsroom, and by the 
removal of the old newsroom, space was secured for 
the introduétion of a much-needed separate children’s 
library, and also a ladies’ reading room and a Staff room 
for female assistants. Further extension of the library 
syStem is being considered, and a site for a further 
branch library in one of the outlying distri€ts has already 
been secured. Other sites are being negotiated for, 
and the hope is expressed that in the very near future 
all distri&ts will be provided with convenient library 
facilities. A new edition of the Fine Arts Catalogue, 
incorporating the accumulation of the past 34 years, 
was published during the year. The jubilee of the 
Reference Library was suitably commemorated in 
August, 1934. The Committee again gratefully acknow- 
ledge the receipt of a grant of £150 from the Education 
Committee for the purchase of technical books. It 
has been decided to obliterate the racing news from the 


papers placed in the newsrooms. 


Wartrorp Public Library.—Report for the 
year 1934-1935. Borough Librarian, George 
R. Bolton, F.L.A. Population, 57,800. 
Rate, 2.37d. Income from Rate, £4,699. 
Stock: Lending, 31,905 ; Reference, 8,610. 
Additions, 5,716. Withdrawals, 4,149. 
Issues: Lending, 423,290; Reference, 
18,793; Hospital, 3,969. Borrowers, 
14,243 ; extra tickets, 10,898. 

A highly successful year has just closed, and the 
Library is one of the few who can point to a substantial 
increase in book circulation during the period. 
All departments shared in the good work, but 

i mention must be made of the Junior 
department where over 2,000 more issues were 
recorded than in the previous year. Special 
attempts were made to attract the attention of 
children to books they might have overlooked. A 
definite move has been made towards the eStablish- 
ment of a branch library in North Watford. The 
land has been purchased, and the plan and elevation 
ere by the Goamiies. The library service to the 

pital is greatly appreciated by the inmates. TI 
issue of special music tickets as such has been dis- 
continued and an additional non-fition ticket sub- 

Stituted. The last instalment of the book purchase 

grant from the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees 


7 was received during the year. 
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SOUND VALUES 


We are justly proud of the fact that our success 
as Library Re-Binders during the past 26 years 
has been won solely on MERIT 


FEATURES OF VALUES 


|. Workmanship 
2. Materials 

3. Styles 

4. Prices 


Samples and prices sent on receipt of a post card 
Inventors of the Popular NU CRAFT Binding 
Inventors of the New Process for Book Lettering now in international use 


DUNN & WILSON, LTD. 


BELLEVUE BINDERY 


RECOGNIZED AS 
@ UNSURPASSED 


ALWAYS RELIABLE AND 
@ ALWAYS AS SPECIFIED 


RANGE AND VARIETY 
@ UNEQUALLED 


COMPARE FAVOURABLY WITH 
@ LOWEST FOR SIMILAR WORK 


FALKIRK 


SIMPLER EASIER 
SURER 


THE DICKMAN 
BOOK CHARGING 
SYSTEM 


PRESS REPORTS 
**With the aid of one stamping machine the 
Central Library has actually issued 603 
volumes in one hour.” 


“The increased demand after installation of 
the machines necesitated the purchase of 4,000 
new books.” 


“The right to borrow three or four volumes 
at a 9 is particularly appreciated by 
Write for further particulars to :-— 
LIBRARY EFFICIENCY Co.Ltd. 


NEW RUSKIN HOUSE 
28-30 LITTLE RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, 


W.C.1 


FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 


New and Secondhand 


BOOKS 


on every subject 


Catalogues free on mentioning 
your interests 


119-125 CHARING CROSS RD. 
LONDON, W.C.2 
Telephone: Gerrard 5660 (twelve lines) 
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The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep Bartow. 


Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. It proposes not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 


Attwoop (M. C.) Carnations and _ all 
Dianthus. Ed.2. 1936. Haywards Heath : 
Allwood Bros. 12s. 6d. 

It may be safely said that there is no greater 
authority on carnations than the author, who first 
wrote on this subjeé& in 1908. Eighteen years later, in 
1926, he wrote the first edition of this book, and the 
present revision differs largely in that it embodies the 
results of another ten years experimenting with and 
the advancing of carnation culture. In addition to 
added information throughout the text, which has in 
parts been re-written, there are three new chapters on 
Dianthus for Rock Gardens, Dianthus Barbatus and 
Dianthus Chinensis (Indian Pink). There is also a new 
concluding chapter on Carnations in other countries. 
The number of illuStrations has been increased by 
about sixty. 

Biscoov (J. J.) The Successful Insurance 
Agent. Ed. 3. By J. B. Cushing. 1935. 
Pitman. 2s. 6d. 

Since the first publication of this book in 1922 
there have been considerable extensions in many 
forms of insurance and the additions to this edition 
embrace all these innovations. There is a new chapter 
On motor insurance. 

CAMERON (A. T.) and Wurrr (F. D.) A course 
in practical biochemistry for Students of 
medicine. Ed. 3. Churchill. 8s. 6d. 

The first edition was published in 1930 and was 
revised in 1932. The authors have voured to 
limit the alterations in this revision to the incorporation 


of a few of the newer qualitative and quantitive pro- 
cedures which examination has shown to be accurate. 


Cooper (]. W.) and Densron (T. C.) A Text- 
book of Pharmacognosy. Ed. 2. 1936. 


Pitman. 18s. 
The first edition of 1931 was simply a laboratory 
ractical work for students preparing for the Chemist 
bol Druggist Qualifying Examination. The present 
revision has a much wider appeal and will be of interest 
to those who have only a layman’s intere$t in the sources 
of drugs. Much more comprehensive the book is 
almost double the size and the new material covers an 
account of all the drugs listed in the syllabus of the 
examination. Their graphical distribution, collec- 
tion and preparation fo: | and their constituents 


are set out, and many well drawn illustrations of plants, 
leaves and roots enhance the value of the book. 


Emmerson (H. C.) and Lascexzes (E. C. P.) 
Guide to the Unemployment Insurance 
Acts. Ed. 4. 1935. Longmans. 6s. 

First published in 1926 and last revised in 1930. 
The present edition shows considerable change conse- 
quent upon The Unemployment A@, 1934, and The 
Unemployment Insurance A&, 1935. This latter a& 
consolidated the earlier legislation and forms the basis 
of the text of the book. The recent Regulations and 
Orders made by the Minister of Health are either set 
out in full or quoted. All the earlier editions are now 
apt to be misleading for it is obvious that information 
on this subjeé should be quite accurate and up-to-date. 
Foster (W. J.) and Tayior (F. G.) National 

Health Insurance. Ed. 2. 1935. Pitman. 
7s. 6d. 

To the edition of 1933 there have been added a 
short table of cases and two appendices, the first of 
which sets out the first schedule of the 1924 A@ as 
amended by the A& of 1935, and the second gives later 
Statistical information. Various other regulations that 
have come into force recently are noted, and the text 
has been amplified where necessary to make the subjeé 
matter up-to-date—so essential in a book of this nature. 


Fry (G. C.) A Textbook of Geography. Ed. 
8. 1935. U.T.P. 6s. 6d. 
The text of the seventh edition of 1930 has been 
apaer throughout and there is some additional matter 
in prattically every chapter. The section on Central 
Europe has been recast and the book is now some 
sixty pages longer. There is a new chapter dealing 
with the graphical representation of Statistics, and the 
chapter on the weather has been expanded by several 
pages. 
Gripert (G. W.) Motor Insurance. Ed. 2. 
1935. Pitman. 7s. 6d. 

This book, first published in 1933, is based on an 
earlier work by W. F. Todd. During 1933 and 1934 
several important of Parliament affecting this 
subje@ were passed, and consequently any book of an 
earlier date is now obsolete. the relevant sections 
in this edition have been re-written and there is new 
matter i the new adéts. The chapter on Case 
Law has 
printed as an a 
(E. W.) Fleétrical Measurements and 

Measuring Instruments. Ed. 2. 1935. 
Pitman. 20s. 

The text of this revision is some twenty pages 
longer than that of the 1933 edition. Numerous small 
additions have been made throughout, but the chief 
extensions deal with the theory of the Ballistic Gal 
vanometer and of the Harmonic Analyser. In addition 
there are several new topics ; these include Symmetrical 
Components, Rectifier Instruments, Photo-electric 
Cells, and rr applications of valve circuits. The 


book covers fully the Syllabuses of the B.Sc. Engineer- 
ing, City and (Final) and the A.M.1.E.E. Examina- 
tions. 
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GRAHAM (Bessie) The Bookman’s Manual: a 
guide to literature. Ed. 4. 1935. Bowker. 
$5.00. 

This book has been revised at intervals of four 
years since its first publication in 1921. The revision 
consists largely of new material, the most important 
of which is the chapter on Foreign Fiétion in Transla- 


tion. 

Green (H. P.) Complete Mercantile Arith- 
metic with Elementary Mensuration. Ed. 
2. 1935. Pitman. 6s. 

Compared with the edition of I912 the text 
of this book has been extended by about one hundred 
and twenty pages. Some of this is accounted for by 
the use of larger type which, despite the liberal use of 
black face, has produced a much more attraétive page 
than formerly. There has been slight revision and 
alteration throughout, whilst extensive revision is 
shown in the chapters on Approximations, Stocks and 
Shares, and Monetary subjeéts. Considerable new 
matter has been added to the seétion on Statistics. 
Hurcutson (Robert) Leétures on the Diseases 

of Children. Ed. 7. 1936. Arnold. 2is. 

First published in 1904 and last revised and reset 
in 1931. The book has again been reset with altera- 
tions throughout. The whole of the le€ture on Chronic 
Constipation and part of the one on Infantile Scurvy 
have been rewritten. 

MACKENZIE (Kenneth) The Banking Systems 
of Great Britain, France, Germany and the 
United States of America. Ed. 2. 1935. 
Macmillan. 3s. 6d. 

To the edition of 1932 there have been added two 
chapters that deal chiefly with Central Banks and with 
some further points of contrast in the syStems described 
and the Macmillan Committee’s views regarding the 
same. The causes and effeéts of the American Crisis of 
1933 are also dealt with at some length. 

(A.) and Loncmuir (P.) General 
Foundry Praétice. Ed. 4. 1935. Griffin. 
218. 

First published in 1907 and last revised in 1920. 
The book has been reset, with new material added which 
makes it some fift longer. 

Mantey (J. M.) and Rickert (E.) Contem- 
porary British Literature: A Critical Survey 
and 232 author-bibliographies by F. B. 
Millett. Ed. 3. 1935. Harrap. 6d. 

This book is only based on the previous editions 
of 1922 and 1928, so subStantial are the changes in 
Scope, purpose and method, the extensions of the 
critical survey and of the bibliography. In the pre- 

i chapters a much fuller treatment is given to the 
major writers—the section on H. G. Wells has grown 
from a short paragraph to almost three pages and his 
bibliography is similarly extended. This is a recom- 
mended text-book for The Library Association and no 

Student can afford to ignore this revision. 

Parker (Eric) Highways and Byways in 
Surrey. Ed. 2. 1935. Macmillan. 7s. 6d. 

_ The edition of 1908 was reprinted in 1909 with 
slight alteration. The present revision has but few 


changes and no attempt has been made to describe the 

metamorphosis that has taken place in parts of the 

county since the war. 

Rosertson (W.) and Porter (C.) Sanitary 
Law and Practice. Ed. 8. 1935. Sanitary 
Publishing Co. 25s. 

Originally published in 1904 and last revised in 
1931. The text is some ninety pages longer and 
embodies all the changes c uent on recent legisla- 
tion. Some of the chapters been 
rewritten. 

Suort (A. R.) and Ham (C. J.) A Synopsis of 
Physiology. Ed. 2. By C. L. G. Platt. 
1936. Wright. tos. 6d. 

Nearly all the chapters of the 1927 edition have 
now some alteration, whilst some have been com- 
pletely rewritten. The chief alterations deal with the 
endocrine glands, vitamins and the chemical physiology 
of the reproduétive systems. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Book Avcrion Recorps, Vol. 32, Part 4. 
Stevens, Son and Stiles. 30s. net per annum. 
Vol. 32 of B.A.R. now completed by the issue of 

Part 4 contains no less than 12,880 records of the 

Sale Prices of Books during the Season 1934-35. An 

excellent portrait of the late Mr. B. D. Maggs is prefixed 

to the volume. 

Harr (Richard H.) Enoch Pratt. The Story 
of a Plain Man. Illus. Baltimore, Enoch 
Pratt Free Library. 50 cents. 

A fine record of a fine achievement. The Enoch 
Pratt Free Library of Baltimore is entirely due to the 
initiative and the money of one man. The full story 
of the library and the man is told in this volume. 
The author is a junior member of the staff of the lib 
and has written this book, which has a popular appeal, 
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the opening 
of the library. 

THe Lisrary Association YEAR Book, 
1936. The Library Association. 2s. 6d. 


to members. 

The annual record of the L.A. shows a distin& 
tendency to e ion and now extends to 442 pages. 
The very full Syllabus and Examination Papers are of 
course invaluable to students. The sources of informa- 
tion attached to the Syllabus, however, seem to require 
bringing up to date and somewhat amplifying. 
For inStance, no book is mentioned dealing with the 
history of Paper, but several important works have 
appeared during the last ten years. Again, Johnson’s 
“Type Designs” fills a gap which is not quite filled by 
Morison or Updike. ile’s “‘ National Libraries” 


should be mentioned. 
The Examination Paper on Histotical Biblio, y 
. 149) calls for an account of the career of mas 


kerville. We wonder what relation he was to the 
famous John Baskerville, of Birmingham. These are 
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Ba Back to HEARING 
—the Modern Way! 
Make 1936 YOUR Hearing Year 
“ MADE-TO-MEASURE” INSTEAD OF 
“ READY-MADE” 
NOW the AURAMETER (GRAPH), measuring your 
Hearing by this latest scientific method—showing what 
your ears are capable of—lacking and needing, deciding 
whether Bone Conduction, Air Conduction, Mechanical 
Help, or Massage Treatment is necessary, the “‘made-to- 
measure” method against the old “ready-made” ideas. 
After all, how could you ever hope to get satisfactory 
results from mass-production methods—when even your 
own two ears differ? How can you reasonably expect 
that what suits your neighbour will suit you equally 
well? What useful purpose can there be in sending 
“on approval” coupons and hoping one day somethin; 
will fit—meantime losing your deposit on those which 
don’t? Benefit by 
our wide experience 
of thousands of cases 
in all classes. 
CALL FOR FREE 
TEST 

Or if unable to call, 
write or ‘phone the 
Service Secretary for 
details and ‘Medical 
Reports.” F RE E THE WORLDS GREATEST HEARING SERVICE 


HOME TESTS 
ARRANGED. Mayfair 1380/1718. 


309, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1 
——" Look for coloured building and square clock) 


Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Exeter, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Liverpool, Leicester, Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle 


minor points considering the large amount of informa- 

tion in the volume. 

RANGANATHAN (S. R.) Library Administra- 
tion. With a foreword by R. Littlehailes, 
Madras Library Association. London, 


Goldston. 12s. 6d. net. 

This manual is intended for those who are a@tually 
engaged on Libraty work. The first chapter is devoted 
to the groundwork, the next eight chapters are devoted 
to the various distinétive phases of Library administra- 
tion. The remaining chapters deal with the routine 
work common to all these phases. The whole forms 
an extremely comprehensive and careful work and 
although the last part, which virtually deals with office 
administration, is mainly of value to India, English 
librarians will find the book of real interest and assistance 
to them. In helping to form a better underStanding 
of library work as carried on in the various countries 
of the world, this volume will undoubtedly be placed 
on the reference shelves of every library. 


GENERAL. 


CamMaerts (Emile) Albert of Belgium, 
Defender of Right. Illus. Nicholson and 


Watson. 21s. net. 

The late King of the Belgians has always been a 
hero in. the eyes of Europe. His biographer rightly 
Stresses this aspeét of his life. The book is illustrated 
by many intimate sketches and facsimiles of letters 
and by several photographs which have never been 
published before, 
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CxarkE (Dennis) Public School Explorers in 
Newfoundland. Introduction by Surgeon. 
Commander G. Murray Levick, R.N. Illus. 


Putnam. tos. 6d. net. 

An account of the third expedition of The Public 
Schools Exploring Society in Newfoundland. The 
two chief objeéts of the party, namely, the traversing 
of a large area of hitherto unexplored country, and the 
colle&ting of the flora and fauna of the distri& were 
successfully accomplished. The story is told with great 
vivacity, and the expedition in spite of genuine hard- 
ships and some misadventures seems to have been 
great fun. There are excellent maps and photographs 
as well as appendices giving accounts of the flora and 
fauna of the distriét pata | by the schoolboy members 
of the society. 

Coxtins (V. D.) World Marketing. A Com- 
plete Guide to World Market Merchan- 
dising and Selling of the New Era. With 
diagrams. Philadelphia and London, 
Lippincott. 6d. net. 

A popular treatise which gives much information 
on a very important phase of the world’s business 
opportunity. Although written from an American 
point of view, English business men will find a great 
many useful and suggestive faéts in it. 

Coxvitte (J. R.) Fool’s Pleasure. A leisurely 
journey down the Danube to the Black 
Sea, the Greek Islands and Dalmatia. 


Illus. Methuen. 8s. 6d. net. 

The author, who is still an undergraduate at 
Cambridge, set out with two friends and not too 
much money, to see as many Euro countries as 
possible in the two months at their disposal. Starting 
at Vienna they travelled down the Danube and from 
Constanza went to Isntanbul through the Aegean and 
up the coast of Dalmatia and so home via Trieste. His 
descriptions are fresh and unconventional, and alto- 
gether the book is unusual and interesting. 

Craic (C. W. Thurlow) Paraguayan Interlude. 
Illus. Barker. 8s. 6d. net. 

In this book we are told of the author’s experiences 
as a cattle-buyer and ranch foreman in Paraguay, the 
home of expatriated citizens from all over the world. 
We read of the Strange friends he made among the 
cattle barons, hustlers, thieves and crooks of the land. 
The author also came much in contaé with the Lengua 
Indians of whom he gives an interesting account. 
Cust (Sybil) The Wheel of Life, and other 

sketches. Murray. 5s. net. 

The essays in this little book are on a variety of 
subje&ts ranging from Jaffa to Harrogate. But they 
are not all topographical and Lady Cust writes just as 
charmingly when she deals with Ranulf or Gundrada, 
The book is prefaced by a memoir of the author by 
her sister. 

Davies (J. D. Griffith) King Henry IV. 
Barker. net. 
Henry IV. is not such a dashing or romantic 

as his son who was the subjeét of the author's 
previous book, but Mr. Davies has made a very inter 
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esting and scholarly study of his reign, avoiding the 
sensationalism and sentimentalism which is so common 
among historical writers to-day, and yet managing to 
hold the reader’s interest throughout. 


De.tus (Clare) Frederick Delius. Illus. 
Nicholson and Watson. 15s. net. 

An intimate and personal account of the life of 
the great composer by his sister. It is chiefly valuable 
for the light which it throws on the early days and 
Struggles of Delius. A remarkable picture is drawn 
of the household into which he was born, and of his 
despotic father. It does not pretend to be a complete 
biography and wisely avoids any eStimation of his 
merits as a composer. 

Dutron (Ralph) The English Country House. 
With a Foreword by Osbert Sitwell. Illus- 
trated from photographs by Will F. Taylor 
and others. Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Dutton deals with the Country House from 
more aspeéts than the purely architetural; he gives 
the reader an insight into the taste and way of living 
of the people for whom the houses were built. He 

over every period of time and describes houses 
both large and small. The book is illustrated by some 
excellent photographs, which were especially taken 
for it. 


Epmonps (Charles) T. E. Lawrence. Frontis. 
Davies. §s. net. 

A balanced and unsentimental account of 
Lawrence’s life and achievements. The author 
naturally devotes most of his short book to Lawrence’s 
campaign in Arabia, and has produced an admirable 
summary of this complex story. The Story is taken 
tight up to his death and the author’s remarks on the 
character of Lawrence seem just and penetrating. 


Eyston (G. E. T.) and Lynpon (Barré) Motor 
Racing and Record Breaking. Illus. 
Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

A thrilling account of this most exciting of all 
sports. Captain Eyston, with the aid of Mr. Barré 
Lyndon, gives the reader an interesting survey of the 
tise and present position of motor racing, and there 
are accounts of all the great drivers such as Lord Howe, 
Whitney Straight and many others. The book is 
illustrated by numerous excellent photographs. 


Farris (Edmond J.) Art Student’s Anatomy. 
143 illustrations of which 7 are in colour, 
drawings by L. Augusta S. Farris. Lippin- 
cott. 15s. net. 

Art Students will welcome this carefully planned 
book which is intended to teach them what to look 
for when Studying the result of aétion in the human 
form. The author is a trained Professor of Anatomy 
and lays before his pupils much helpful material both 
in text and illustration. 


Gammre (Alexander) Duncan Main of Hang- 
chow. Illus. Pickering. 3s. 6d. net. 
The life story of a great missionary and a great 


dogtor. A full account of his work in China and of 
his life in Edinburgh are given. 


PITMAN’S 
LATEST BOOKS 


e THE COMPLETE JOURNALIST 
By F. J. MANSFIELD 
of the Editorial Staff of ‘‘ The Times,” 1914-1924 
A Study of the Principles and Practice of 
Newspaper Making. Demy 8vo, cloth, 408 pp. 
12/6 net. 


e TRACK & FIELD ATHLETICS 
By D. G. A. LOWE 
An instructive book by the Olympic champion, with 
many illustrative photographs. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 143 pp. 2/6 net. 


e IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH 
By W. J. WESTON, M.A., B.Sc. 
This book ensures for all a ready command of 
written and spoken English. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
543 pp. 7/6 net. 


Details post free. 
PITMAN, Parker St., Kingsway, W.C.2 


Tue Guest Boox. Edited and Arranged by 
Edward J. O’Brien. With a Prelude, 
Three Interludes and a Postlude by Arthur 
Calder-Marshall and John Davenport. 
Barker. 8s. 6d. net. 

A series of extraéts from authors who are rather 
bettter known than the editor appears to think, which 
to be sure does not detraé& from their merits. We 
meet here Baron Munchausen, Charles Waterton and 
the Cayman, Trelawney on the death of Shelley, and 
many others. A pleasant book for desultory reading. 


Lewis (C. E. Tyrrell) Lifeboats and their Con- 
version. Illus. Witherby. 8s. 6d. net. 

The author discusses the capabilities and relative 
merits of the various types of lifeboats suitable for 
yacht owners who want an economical and seaworthy 
cruiser. The book is illustrated with photographs and 
plans, and complete instructions are given for carrying 
out various types of conversion. 


Lyrron (The Earl of), ANrony (Viscount 
Knebworth) A Record of Youth. By his 
father, with a foreword by J. M. Barrie. 
Illus. Davies. 9s. net. 

An intimate record of the life of Antony Kneb- 
worth, whose remarkably promising career was cut 
short so tragically. It is chiefly composed from the 
letters which he wrote to his parents, and their replies. 
It gives a good picture of a character, and reveals 
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much of the English nature which we are generally at 
such pains to hide. 


MACKENzIE (Agnes Mure) The Rise of the 
Stewarts. Frontis. Maclehose. 12s. 6d. net. 
Miss Mackenzie has traced the fortunes of the 
House of Stewart from its beginnings to the battle of 
Floddon. She shews that the aim of the Stewarts was 
to make Scotland a united and peaceful country, and 
points out how far the inherent weakness of their 
family prevented them from succeeding. The book is 
illustrated with maps and portraits and has genealogies. 


MacMunn (Sir George) Leadership through 
the Ages. Maclehose. tos. 6d. net. 

The publishers suggest that this book might have 
as a sub-title “ How To Become Famous.” The author 
has chosen nine great leaders ranging from Moses to 
Hitler, to demonstrate the art of becoming famous. 
He also gives thumbnail sketches of Joan of Arc, 
John Wesley and others. 


Martin (Arthur J.) The Work of the Sanitary 
Engineer. A Handbook for Engineers, 
Students and others concerned with Public 
Health. Illus. Macdonald and Evans. 
16s. net. 

An indispensable handbook for all those who are 
in any way conneéted with or interested in matters of 
sanitation, The author, who is a past president of 
the Institute of Sanitary Engincers, has dealt with his 
subjeét exhaustively. The book is divided into parts 
dealing with “Sanitary Administration,” ‘“‘ Water 
Supply,” “Drainage and Sewerage,” “ Sewage 
Disposal ” and other branches of the subjeét. 


Mason (John) A Praétical Course in Book- 
crafts and Bookbinding. With an Intro- 
duétion by S. I. Heiman. Illus. Batsford. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Based on the instruction given by the author to 
his classes at the Leicester College of Arts and Crafts, 
this book is essentially practical. The illustrations are 
all that can be desired and show the actual processes 
of the handicrafts. 


Powys (Llewellyn) Dorset Essays. With 40 
photographs by William Goodden. Lane, 
8s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Powys is at his best in these essays written on 
various aspects of his own county of Dorset. He writes 
equally well of “ Old Dorset Houses” and of “ The 
Tolpuddle Martyrs.” The book is illustrated with 
many excellent photographs. 

SAMUEL (Marcus) and CapLan (Leonard) The 
Great Experiment. Results of Five-Year 
Plans. Murray. 34s. 6d. net. 

An attempt to sum up exaétly how much progress 
has been-made in the execution of the Soviet Five- 
Year Plan, and to give an indication of the State of 
affairs under the second Five-Year Plan. The major 
industries are dealt with separately. An intergsting 


chapter is devoted, to extracts from Russian news- 
papers, which go to prove that the Russians are aware 
of many of the defects of theit plan and are doing 
their best to remedy them by construétive criticism. 


Scrocciz (W. Graham) The Love Life. A 
Study of 1 Corinthians xiii. Pickering. 
Is. net. 

Dr. Scroggie has taken the famous passage on 
Love from the Corinthians, and has analysed it showing 
how Christian people may apply its teaching to their 
daily lives. 


FICTION. 


BRANDON (John G.) The Pawnshop Murder. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 
An excellent deteétive Story in which the Hon. 
A. S. Pennington again has a lot to do with the solution. 
With the succeeding volumes of Mr. Brandon’s crime 
Stories, his amateur detective distin&ly improves and is 
gradually dropping some of his sillier remarks. 


Brooks (Roy) Flames of Fate. 
7s. 6d. net. 

David was a parson, but it had not always been so, 
When he was demobilised in 1918 he iol stom to 
schoolmastering. At school a Strong friendship 
between him and a pupil, Peter Warriner, develops 
and persists. Years later their wonderful friendship is 
tried by distrust on both sides. David contemplates 
marriage which would sever the understanding between 
him and Peter, and Peter gets into a fast set and contraéts 
debts which he cannot pay. The shameful knowledge 
of his weakness eStranges him from David. The 
working-out of this situation cannot fail to grip the 
reader. 


Jenkins. 


CLEAVER (Hylton) Double Room. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 
Matrimonial tangles of the worst. Doody invites 
a comparative Stranger to dinner and finds that his wife 
has left. Their lives apart run none too smoothly 
and after many humourous and some slightly tragic 
episodes they come together again. 


Ep1s (Halide) The Clown and His Daughter. 
Allen and Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

The first novel by this celebrated Turkish author, 
to be translated into English. It is a Story of Istanbul, 
and most of the charaéters are of the back Streets, but 
they mingle with high officials and members of the 
Sultan’s household. Rabia, the daughter of the 
feckless Tewfik, is trained as a Koran-Chanter, which 

rmits her to enter the houses of the mighty and 
me acquainted with their owners. 


Granam (Harry) The Private Life of Gregory 
Gorm. Davies. 7s. 6d. net. 


A light-hearted Story of a very unclerical cleric. 
The adventures of this fatuous creature, amatory 
and otherwise, provide the author with many oppor 
tunities for cheerful satire and sly humour. 
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Haut (D. J.) No Retreat. Harrap. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

The hero of this novel tries to clear the confusion 
of his mind by a complete break from his past life in 
England by taking a job in Roumania. The psycholo 
of the Story is rather hazy but the descriptions of 
life in Roumania and the characters of the peasants are 
well drawn. 


Leyton (Patrick) Foul Play at Lentwood. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Simon Grayle is emplo by a rich man as his 
secretary. His employer dies, and Simon suspeéts 
Wenlow, an Anglo-Chinese. He investigates, but 
disappears, his sweetheart calls in the police and 
eventually the murderer is brought to dock and all ends 
happily. 

Mors Great TALEs or Horror, being a col- 
lection of Strange Stories of amazement, 
horror and wonder, seleéted, with a Fore- 
word, by Majorie Bowen. Lane. 8s. Gd. 


net. 

Miss Bowen has limited her choice of Stories, 
to those published about a hundred years ago; for 
the most part in the popular magazines of the time. 
Thus many traditional Stories are included. Among the 
authors who are represented may be noticed Sheridan 
Le Fanu, Allan Cunningham and John Gibson 
Lockhart. 


Murasaki (Lady) The Tale of Genji. A Novel 
in Six Parts. Translated from the Japanese 
by Arthur Waley. Complete in one volume. 
Allen and Unwin. tas. 6d. net. 

The six volumes of the original Tale of Genji 
are here colleéted together in a single volume. This 
work which has been described as one of the greatest 
novels has lost nothing of its beauty in Mr. Waley’s 
translation. 

OvrsLer (Fulton) Joshua Todd. Lane. 8s. 6d 
net. 

The long, long life story of Todd, who falls under 

dominance, of one woman and then of another, 
so that his personality becomes checked and clogged 

by the imposition of the will of others. There is a 

Strong scene where Blanchey, his wife of thirteen years, 

and mother of his daughter Allie, accuses him of 

infidelity with an aétress, Louise Littlejohn whom he 
teally loves. At last he is free of Blanchey, and the 
books ends with him beginning to hug Louise’s chains. 

A &rong book, ambitious in its inception. 

ScHerER (James A. B.) Pilot and Shogun. 
A Story of Old Japan. Illus. Tokyo, 
Hokuseido Press. (London, E. G. Allen). 
7s. 6d. net. 

An exciting and well written tale of adventure 
Set against an unusual background. The story which 
is founded on faét tells the adventures of Will Adams, 
the first Englishman to set foot in Japan, where he was 
wrecked in the days of Queen Elizabeth. The book 
was printed and produced in Ja but is equal in 
every way to the best English books at the same price. 


THE CHINESE 
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CHINA! 


Help your Juvenile Borrowers. 


Add this to your shelves : 


Story-Book 


Special Gift Edition, Cream Boards, Gold 


The first Chinese Story-Book 
published in 1919, and has been long 
out of print. This second Story-Book 
contains all the best of the first Book, 
with a great wealth of new reading. 


268 Pages, with Frontispiece 
and Jacket in Colours. Issued 
in Two Editions. 


Lettering, Gold Tops 3/6 


Reward Edition, Cloth Boards, 
Ink Lettering, 2/6 


Chinese Fairy Tales; Chinese 
Ghost Stories ; Tales of Chinese 
Boys and Girls; Missionary 
Stories; Articles on the Great 
Wall, Schooldays in China, and 
The Customs of the Country. 


With 8 full page Plates and 
numerous smaller drawings. 


was 


From the City of Cardiff Librarian. 

I have your letter and “‘ The Chinese 
Story Book’? with it, which I am glad 
to see. I think it is a most suitable 
book for our juvenile library shelves. 

—Harry Farr. 


The Carey Press 
19 FURNIVAL STREET 
LONDON, E.C.4 
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Srarr (Richard) Cabaret Girl. Jenkins. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Milly Trent, with nothing apparently in her 
favour, becomes a famous dancer. og and 
is divorced. Then there are melodramatic develop- 
ments. A readable story of its kind. 
Sruart (Morna) Till She Stoop. 

7s. 6d. net. 

The characters of old George Bywater, the 
millionaire and of his wife, Clara, are well drawn. 
Their son, Conway, is no good, and Michael Gazeley 
is a disappointment. The latter is torn between the 
domination of his mother, and his incompatibility with 
Myrtle, his middle-class wife. Michael in the library 
where he works is like a round peg in a square hole, 
and when he loses his job one cannot quite see that he 
is going to adapt himself better to one at a lower 
salary, living with Myrtle in two rooms. But the story 
is one that must be read seriously to be appreciated at 
its true value. 

UNDERHILL (Barbara) The Excellent Way. 
A Novel of Indian Life. Highway Press. 
2s. 6d. net. 

A Story of Indian life. Motki, the daughter of a 
Brahmin priest, goes to college and becomes a fiery 
nationalist. She comes into contaét with a Christian 
Sadhu Andryas. After a political revolt Motki’s 
spirit undergoes a change and her development and 
the awakening of the mind of Andryas are well shown. 


WaGuHorn (H. L.) The Experimental Age. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Rossiter who has been brought up “ soft ’’-is left 
without means on his father’s death. He has to face life 
and make good, no easy task for him. He Sticks to 
his motto and wins through. 


Wetts (Carolyn) The Beautiful Dereli&. A 
Fleming Stone Detective Novel. Lippincott. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The dereli& yacht with the corpse, the murder in 
the sealed room and the mySterious poisoning all give 
Fleming Stone a real tough job. But he arrives at the 
solution successfully and it is quite worth while to 
follow his investigations. 


Wesr (Keith) The House that Chak Built. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Set in a village of modern China, this Story is one 
of intrigue, poisoning, murder, kidnapping and many 
other little incidents like that. It carries one on quite 
gaily to the end, and, apart from the Chinese names, 
perhaps, makes easy and pleasant reading. 

Yates (Dornford) AND Berry Came Too. 
Ward Lock. 7s. 6d. net. 

Berry and Co. come up as fresh as ever with lots 
of fun, sentiment, and driving about in motor cars 
with beautiful ladies. This pleasant novel takes us 
back to the smell of lavender and the days of chivalry, 
though the incidents are up to date enough. A fleeing 
dog, an auétion sale, and the theft of emerald bracelets, 
a rope of pearls, and a diamond necklace, are described 
in Mr, Dornford Yates’s best vein. - 


Barker. 


JUVENILE. 


Brown (Oliver) The Chinese Story Book. 
Illus. Carey Press. 2s. 6d. net. Special 


Gift Edition, 3s. 6d. net. 

A colleétion of essays, poems and Stories about 
the Chinese, from which both boys and girls will 
obtain a grasp of life in the far East. The Building of 
the Great Wall, Customs of the country, China’s part 
in the Great War, descriptions of Chinese cities, and 
many other items of fact and fancy will ensure the 
welcome of this book on the shelves of the juvenile 
department. 

Davipson (Dr. Donald) The Lad with the 
Lunch Basket. Frontis. Pickering. 1s. net 

Bible Stories retold for the children in simple and 
pleasing language. Stories have been taken from the 
Old and the New TeStament, which have a special 
application to youth. 

1ELD (Peter) Gringo Guns. Cassell. 35. 6d. 
net, 

A bank hold up by Pot Shot Touslin and his 
friends set Pat Stevens and his friends on a long trail. 
After many exciting adventures they finally bring 
justice to the Mexican and his gang. 


Harris (Beth J]. Coombe) Anthea’s Ambition, 


Illus. Pickering. 1s. 6d. net. 

The struggle between duty and desire. Anthea 
has to give up her schooling and Stay at home to nurse 
her mother and look after the younger children. 
Virtue brings its own reward—in time. 

Joscetyn (Archie) The Law Man of Lone- 
some River. Cassell. 3s. 6d. net. 

The outlaws of Lonesome River caused a lot of 
trouble and under their phantom leader White Wolf, 
were supreme until they killed Sheriff Felton. His 
place was taken by Larry Waters who was more thana 


match for his foes. : 
Lucas (Jay) Blaze McGee. Ward Lock 


38. 6d. net. 

Dave McGee took an oath to avenge the death of 
his father. In carrying out his purpose he becomes an 
outlaw. Mary Easton is the refining influence in his 
rough struggle for existence and whh her help he finally 
wins through to self-respect and freedom. 
MarsHaLt (May) Time to Play. Illus 


Lutterworth. §s. net. 

The Martin family are a merry crew, and Harold 
the eldest member, relates the exciting adventures which 
befell him and his six brothers and sisters, with great 
gusto. Should have a strong appeal among boys and 


girls. 
(M. P.) Gwyneth at Work. [lus 


Pickering. 2s. 6d. net. 

A thoroughly reliable story for girls in the Honout 
Series. Gwyneth Young leaves her home to go 
aét as governess to a girl called Constance who prov 
to be somewhat of a handful. In the end everything 
works out for the best. 

(Cherry) Empty Saddles. Watd 


Lock. 4s. 6d. net. 


An exciting Western Story of a feud between shep 
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men and cattle men which had lain dormant for many 
years until it was aroused again by young Dare Devlyn. 
Adventures crowd in on him thick and fast and romance 
as well. A good yarn. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
BLACKWELL, Catalogue 382.—BULLETIN of the 
American Library Association, January, 1936.— 
DECORATION, January, 1936.—FOYLE, Catalogue 
of Judaica—INDIAN LIBRARY JOURNAL, De- 
cember, 1935.—THE LIBRARIAN, January, 1936.— 
THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT, January, 1936.— 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, January, 
1936.—THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, January, 1936.— 
MORE BOOKS, The Bulletin of the Boston Public 
Library, January, 1936—SCIENCE PROGRESS, 
January, 1936.—ST. LOUIS PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
Monthly Bulletin, November-December, 1935.—THE 
UNIVERSITY CORRESPONDENT, January, 1936, 
—WILSON BULLETIN for Librarians, January, 1936, 


The International 
Classification 


A MODERN edition in English of the Universal 
Decimal Classification has long been hoped for 
by students, librarians and research workers 
who need a minute and scientifically sound 
classification and filing system. We have 
long known it in England as the Brussels 
classification and since its inception in 1905 
two editions have appeared in French, and a 
complete German edition was begun in 1934. 
The fourth international edition will be the 
first complete English edition, although several 
sections have already been printed for local 
use from time to time. Students will remember 
Professor A. F. C. Pollard’s “ 025.4:535 ” 
which translated, with the introduétion, the 
settions dealing with optics, light and related 
subjects. Now, however, an editorial board 
of English experts is proceeding with a com- 
plete translation on a voluntary basis. They 
have been fortunate in securing the services 
of the printer of the French editions, Messrs. 
D. van Keerberghen et Fils, to print this 
English edition. The order of publication of 
the classes will differ slightly from that of the 
classification schedule ; class o, General Works, 
with the auxiliary classes, will be published 
first, but class 5 will follow and the other 
classes will be completed somewhat in the 
order of the demand for them. The total 
work will comprise 2,000 pages of printing, 
double column, and cost about £6; but 
Volume I., classes o-4, can be had for £1, and 
the remaining volumes will cost from 16s. 
to {1 10s, each, That part of Volume I, 


which contains the introduétion and class o, 
General Works, is now ready and may be had 
for 3s.6d. As the U.D.C. conforms very 
closely to the Dewey Classification, the new 
work will be an excellent interpreter of Dewey. 
[ hope that we shall be able to say that every 
English public library has a copy of this 
new translation. The address is: The 
British Society for International Bibliography, 
The Science Library, South Kensington, 
London, S.W.7. W.C.B.S. 


Library Association 
Summer School, 1936 


Tue Seventh Annual Summer School of 
Librarianship, arranged by the Library Associa- 
tion in co-operation with the University of 
Birmingham and the Birmingham Public 
Libraries Committee, will be held in Birm- 
ingham from August 24th to September sth, 
1936. Students will reside at Chancellor’s 
Hall (a University Hall of Residence), 
Edgbaston, Birmingham. The Hall stands in 
extensive grounds whichinclude lawns and 
gardens, hard tennis courts, putting greens, 
fives courts, etc. All amenities at the Hall 
will be at the disposal of the students. Charges 
for board residence will be £4 16s. for the 
period of the School; {£2 tos. for one week ; 
8s. 6d. per day. The fee for instruction will 
be 15s. for the whole fortnight; tos. for a 
period of one week ; 2s. for day courses. 

The Scheme of Studies will be based on the 
syllabus of the Library Association and will 
include :-— 

Bibliography and Book Selection; English 
Literature; Classification; Cataloguing ; 
Library Administration, including Children’s 
Libraries and Commercial and Technical 
Libraries; County Libraries; Special Lib- 
raries; Library Planning; Printing; Book- 
binding. Leé€tures will be held during the 
morning sessions. Demonstrations, praétical 
work and visits to libraries of different types, 
printing and process-printing establishments 
will be arranged for the afternoon sessions. 

Further details will be announced shortly. 
Enquiries should be addressed to :-— 

The Honorary Secretary, 
Library Association Summer School, 
Reference Library, 
Birmingham, 1, 
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The Library Association 


WEST MIDLANDS MEETING. 


Mr. T. Berston, F.L.A., Chief 
Librarian of Wolverhampton, arranged a very 
successful joint meeting of the Birmingham 
and Distri& Branch of the Library Association 
and the Midland Division of the A.A.L., 
attended by 102 persons, at Wolverhampton 
on Wednesday, December 4th. In the after- 
noon a visit to the Goodyear Tyre and Rubber 
Co. proved keenly interesting and equally 
informing. It was followed by short calls 
at the Bushbury and Heath Town Branch 
Libraries, both of which were much admired, 
and an inspection of the Central Library. In 
the Council Chamber at the Town Hall, the 
Mayor (Mr. Councillor J. Whittaker, J.P.) 
extended a cordial welcome to the visitors 
who then enjoyed the hospitality of the chair- 
man and members of the Public Libraries 
Committee at tea. 

Mr. Frank Mason, F.L.A., Branch Librarian 
at Bushbury, then took the chair at the Junior 
Meeting, and Mr. Norman Reed, of the 
Wolverhampton Central Reference Library, 
read a paper entitled “ Is Public Library Work 
Worth While?” He criticised newsroom 

olicy and suggested a reduction in the num- 

on of daily newspapers taken and a more 
careful selection of periodicals, but opposed 
newsroom abolition. The children’s library 
he regarded as an admirable institution for 
equipping the child for the future provided 
the right person had charge. For the lending 
department he expressed a personal lack of 
enthusiasm, which was not surprisingly coun- 
terbalanced by a corresponding admiration 
for reference library work. Mr. Reed con- 
cluded by expressing the view that by virtue 
of its variety of interest and value to the 
community, work in a public library is dis- 
tinély worth while. 

He was followed by a number of speakers 
who were in Strong disagreement with some 
of his views, but their views scarcely tended 
to provide a definite answer to the question 
which was posed by the title of the paper. 


While the Junior Meeting was in progress 
senior members enjoyed an exhibition of 
Brangwyn etchings, kindly shown by Mr. 
M. B. Walker, and then joined the juniors for 


the Library Association Mecting. Mr. Alder- 
man Coleman, Vice-Chairman of the Public 
Libraries Committee, took the chair and the 
proceedings opened with a very stimulating 
address by Dr. R. S. Morrell on “ Some 
Aspeéts of Adult Education.” The speaker 
sketched the history of the organisation of 
adult education, indicating the wide range of 
activities embraced by that somewhat ambigu- 
ous term, and referred in detail to the 1920 
Report on AdultEducation and the constitu- 
tion and work of the Adult Education Com- 
mittee. He spoke of the valuable assistance 
given by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trut 
and described the co-ordination of effort which 
has been achieved in Wolverhampton by the 
Union of Adult Educational Associations. 
Dr. Morrell concluded with references to the 
help which the public library could give to 
local societies, and to the necessity for care 
in the selection of public library fiction. 


Mr. Beeston followed with a paper which 
he called “A Medley of Library Matters; 
All Debatable.” He recalled that he suggested 
the introduction of open access at Wolverhamp- 
ton as early as 1912 and believed the town was 
the seventh in the country to adopt it. The 
extension scheme now in progress was the 
result of twenty years’ persistent effort, and 
in this conneétion he reminded his younger 
colleagues that they cannot expect to attain 
high positions without hard work, and urged 
them not to belittle the achievements of the 
pioneers of librarianship. 


The proceedings closed with cordial thanks 
to Dr. Morrell, Mr. Beeston, the Wolver- 
hampton Public Libraries Committee and 
Mr. M. B. Walker. 


South Australia 


SomerHING in the nature of an epoch in 
library affairs has been started, we believe, by 
a speech delivered on Oétober 22nd, in the 
House of Assembly at Adelaide by the member 
for Barossa, Mr. R. }. Rudall. We have bees 
privileged to receive a reprint from the South 
Australian Hansard and its interest for a country 
as advanced as the mother country in library 
affairs is that the debate recalls many of the 
arguments which were made, countered and 


supported by advocates of the public library 
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from fifty to eighty years ago. It is known 
that the public library service in Australia is 
probably less widespread than it is in any other 
settled part of the empire. In South Australia 
the municipal library service does not exist. 
There is in Adelaide, a city with a population.of 
314,000 and the centre of a considerably larger 
population, no municipal library at all; there 
is a public library in conjunétion with the Art 
Gallery and Museum provided by the central 
government, and part of a triplicate institu- 
tion, Library, Museum and Art Gallery, which 
together possibly has the lowest income of any 
similar government institution in the world. 
The library nevertheless has many valuable 
things in it and is worked in the best modern 
spirit, although it has lately been almost 
entirely without funds for the purchase of 
books. But there is the Adelaide Circulating 
Library, which amazingly is housed by the 
State and is yet a subscription library, the 
main purpose of which is to provide just those 
books which will attract subscriptions. There 
is also the Parliamentary Library, which is not 
publicly available. 


Recently the Carnegie Corporation has 
made a survey, through Mr. Ralph Munn, of 
Australian libraries, and the report on South 
Australia, as Mr. Rudall pointed out, was not 
one that a modern State could view with 
equanimity, and in South Australia things 
were especially bad. The contention advanced 
by Mr. Thomson that the Carnegie surveyors 
did not have time to give a proper report 
could not be expected to carry much weight, 
since any trained librarian could discover in 
a day how utterly defeétive is the South 
Australian system. It would appear that there 
are vested interests in the Institutes Association 
which runs the circulating libraries. Besides 
this there was a genera! lack of education in 
library matters on the part of those who 
commented on and interrupted Mr. Rudall, 
which would appear to be almost unique in 
modern days. The Prime Minister, the Hon. 
R. L. Butler, made interjections which are 
worth repeating. Mr. Rudall had explained 
that a town of 240,000 people in England was 
using 2,000,000 books annually, and to this 
Mr. Butler remarked :— 

“The books may be in the library, but 
they may not take them out. That does 


not prove anything.” 


This somewhat bewildering remark was 
followed by another one from him: “I 
belonged to a county library once and ninety 
per cent. of the books were works of fiction,” 
and then added, “I am not talking about 
England,” to which Mr. Rudall replied, 
“Tam.” Another of Mr. Butler’s gems was : 
“There are a tremendous number of books 
sent out by the public library which are never 
read,” which means, of course, that people 
go to the trouble of borrowing books for the 
physical exercise involved in taking them home 
and bringing them back to the library. Mr. 
Butler was indeed so interesting throughout 
that British librarians would like to hear more 
of him as an example of the eighteen-eighty 
type of critic of public libraries. When Mr. 
Rudall was asked how South Australia com- 
pared with other states, and was told that 
New South Wales had a very complete ref- 
erence system, Mr. Butler claimed that South 
Australia stood a long way ahead of the public 
in that State, and defended the Adelaide Cir- 
culating Library by assuring the House that 
“ They read worse kinds of fidtion in New 
South Wales.” He, however, added, “I am 
not sure that some fiction is not better than 
what a lot of economists write. I would sooner 
read Jack London that some of the Social 
Credit stuff.” Mr. Butler is not quite current, it 
will be observed, even in his fiction reading. 
He, however, commented, with a politeness 
that Premiers who not often show, that when 
Mr. Rudall “ says that the people in New South 
Wales are better educated than in South 
Australia, he does not know what he is talking 
about,” and he was quite sure that there were 
no advantages in the library system of New 
South Wales compared with that of South 
Australia. Mr. Abbott showed himself inter- 
ested. He remarked “Is not the honourable 
member’s complaint against the system of 
education rather than against the library 
system ?” 

Mr. Rudall. ‘No. Suppose that the 
system of education does—and I believe it does 
to a certain extent—inculcate in the boys and 
girls of this State a love of reading, can the 
honourable member show me how, under our 
present system, they have a chance of getting 
decent reading ?” 

Mr. Abbott. “ The same chance that all the 
great literary men in history have had.” 
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Mr. Rudall. “ The honourable member is 
talking away back in the time of the battle of 
Waterloo. If he is corre&, why is it that in 
England to-day, as a result of the educational 
work done by leading education authorities 
there, 9c per cent. of the people have had 
free public library service made available to 
them.” It would appear that South Australia 
has yet a long way to go before it takes its 
place amongst the intellectually equipped 
States of the world. 

At the same time, we do recognise that 
Mr. Butler’s arguments all pivot upon the faé 
that he is the Treasurer of the State, and as 
such views all expenditure with grave criticism. 
We have our affection for Australia. The 
people are our own people ; they tell us with 
no reStrained voices, and we sympathise with 
them, that they are an advanced and pro- 
gressive people. Their conservatism in library 
matters can be pointed to as a dangerous 
answer to that claim. We rejoice that such a 
champion as Mr. Rudall has arisen, and we 
wish him success in a campaign which in the 
end must succeed. 


New Zealand 


A soMEwnHaT novel library magazine is The 
Canterbury Public Library Journal of Christ- 
church, New Zealand, the first. number of 
which, issued gratis, appeared in September. 
Our readers will remember that the active 
and progressive library that puts it forth is 
managed by Mr. Ernest J. Bell, who was 
formerly on the staff of the Fulham Public 
Libraries. Mr. Bell recently made a visit to 
America to study libraries at the invitation of 
the Carnegie Foundation of New York, and 
for some years past he has given regular wire- 
less talks to children on books and reading. 
The new magazine is a quarto with illustra- 
tions and portraits, printed in Gill sans type 
of a more readable character than are some of 
the crazy reading lists in this bizarre type, and 
containing articles and notes on all phases of 
the library’s aétivity including reading lists, 
ossip over the counter, articles connecting 

oks and volumes, the children’s library, 
autobiography, the Nobel prize, the librarian’s 
report, and many other comments, well 
written and attractive. Advertisements appear 
on every page, and no doubt provide the cost. 
The result is a magazine which is very mdch 


like the ordinary commercial one, and we 
hope its reception will encourage Mr. Bell 
to continue this good work for his readers. 


Correspondence 


The Editor, THe Lisrary Wor.p. 

February, 1936, 

Sir, 
NO OPENING IN LIBRARIES. 

I love library work, and am certificated, 
but I rue the day when I followed the advice 
of my schoolmaster, who said I should make 
a good librarian. The library I work in is 
small, and I see little chance of getting away 
to a larger one, although I constantly read 
of posts being filled by other men which 
never seem to be advertised. Should not the 
profession be open to merit? Some large 
libraries never admit an outsider. Then, 
when I have applied for posts in the north of 
England, I have found that an applicant from 
the south is never successful, although north 
erners come down here. Could not the Library 
Association issue a list of “ Libraries which 
never employ other than Home-grown Staffs,” 
and another of “ Fatal Libraries, from whom 
no promotions were ever made”? This 
would show how very narrow is the field and 
how very very few are the chances in life for 
library aspirants. To encourage any actively 
minded lad to enter this utterly closed prot 
fession is to be guilty of something like crime 
That is, unless librarians can be given a new 
conscience. 

I cannot sign, for obvious reasons. 

Yours, 
In A BACKWATER: 


The Editor, THe Lisrary Wor.p. 
February 12th, 193% 
Sir, 
BROWN’S MANUAL OF LIBRARY 
ECONOMY. 

A new edition of this book is in prepara 
tion. I have had valuable criticisms amd 
suggestions from time to time from librariaml 
which have been greatly appreciated. If any 
of your readers have deteéted errors of state 
ment or fact or have noticed gaps in the boom 
which may now be made good, I should & 
most happy to hear from him or her. 

Yours, etc. 
W. C. Berwick 
The Central Library, Town Hall, Croydom 
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